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This series of roundtables aims is to study the process of de- 

urbanisation of Kharkiv (second biggest city in the north-east of Ukraine, 

1,5 million population) in order to understand the current processes and 

prospects of revival (Phoenix-nomenon) of the multidimensional 

significance of the city of Kharkiv, namely, what can be the core that can 

restore the former scientific, academic, cultural, industrial significance of 

the city. 

 
 

 

 
6 March 2022 

Kharkiv Central Railway Station 



Connect to the Zoom conference 
 

Conference ID: 858 3291 4026 

Access code: 082709 

 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85832914026?pwd=PzoZgGTFKIUdhV3v9lujFECCBw9xEy.1 

 

ROUNDTABLE ONE 

22 October 2025 
 

 

 

Kharkiv Deurbanization-decrease scenario examines the iconic Kharkiv 

institutions: private Kharkiv clinics: communal enterprise “Blyzniukivska Central 

District  Hospital”, MD, private clinic Your Baby founded and supervised by its Head 

GP Professor Andriy Volyansky, MD and Kharkiv Choreography School and Children’s 

Ballet Theatre, supervised by Honoured Artist of Ukraine, Principal of Kharkiv 

Choreography School Natalia Rzhevska. Communal enterprise “Blyzniukivska 

Central District Hospital, Your Baby Clinic, Kharkiv Choreography School and SOVA 

Animation Studio have not relocated since the beginning of the full-scale invasion 

and have remained in wartime Kharkiv at all times facing a substantial decrease in a 

number of patients and students showcasing urban survival under active military 

conflict. 

 

Image – courtesy of communal enterprise “Blyzniukivska Central District  Hospital” (Kharkiv) 

 

 
 

Image - courtesy of Your Baby Clinic (Kharkiv)

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85832914026?pwd=PzoZgGTFKIUdhV3v9lujFECCBw9xEy.1


10:00 (London time) Greetings from Dr Paola Gazzola (Head of School of 

Architecture, Planning and Landscape, Newcastle University) and 

Professor Ben Bridgens (Professor of Regenerative Architecture, School 

of Architecture, Planning and Landscape, Newcastle University) 

10:15 Dr Dmytro Legeyda (School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape, 

Newcastle University), Dr Alina Legeyda (School of Modern Languages, 

Newcastle University): presentation of de-urbanization decrease case 

studies – communal enterprise “Blyzniukivska Central District Hospital” 

(Kharkiv, Ukraine). YOUR BABY private clinic (Kharkiv, Ukraine). Kharkiv 

Choreography School and Children’s Ballet Theatre (Kharkiv, Ukraine). 

SOVA Kharkiv Animation Studio 

Speakers: 

10:30 Mykola Grushak (Kharkiv), General Director: Communal Enterprise 

“Blyzniukivska Central District Hospital” in Wartime: Realities of Survival 

and Development   

11:00 Communal Enterprise “Blyzniukivska Central District Hospital”:  zoom-

tour – Wartime Reality for Doctors and Patients on the Frontline 

11:30 Yakiv Bystrov, M.D. (Communal Enterprise “Blyzniukivska Central District 

Hospital”, Kharkiv region): Adaptation to New Reality: Kharkiv ENT Doctor 

on the Frontline  

12:00 Prof Andriy Volyansky, M.D., Chief Physician and Founder of the 

YOUR BABY Clinic (Kharkiv), Doctor of Medical Sciences: YOUR BABY 

Clinic in Wartime Kharkiv. Story of Survival and Development.   

12:30 Your Baby Live-Zoom tour by Prof Andriy Volyansky 

13:00  Natalia Rzhevska, Honoured Artist of Ukraine, Principal of Kharkiv 

Choreography School and Director of Kharkiv Children's Ballet Theatre, 

Alexandra Brovko, Kateryna Klevtsova (ballet school teachers): Ballet 

against War. Kharkiv Choreography School. Story of Survival  

13:30 Kharkiv Choreography School Students: The story of Maria Klevtsova 

14:00 Vadim Baldurat – founder and supervisor of SOVA Kharkiv Animation 

Studio 

14:15 Roundtable discussions to support Kharkiv de-urbanization decrease 

institutions  

14:30 Lunch 

  



 

 

  

Andriy Volyansky, M.D.,  
Chief Physician and Founder of the 
YOUR  BABY / YOUR FAMILY / 
YOUR LAB Clinic (Kharkiv),  
Doctor of Medical Sciences 



 

 

 
 

  
 
 

Images - courtesy of Kharkiv Choreography School 

 
  



Connect to the Zoom conference 

 

Conference ID: 868 2375 8301 

Access code: 827288 

 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86823758301?pwd=TaF90bEy1cnjmeDGoe2qS4zqgMyatP.1 

 

ROUNDTABLE TWO  

19 November 2025 
 

 

 

Kharkiv Deurbanization-relocation scenario examines the private Kharkiv 

School of Architecture founded by Oleg Drozdov. The school relocated’ to Lviv in 

early 2022 due to active military conflict and Kharkiv rapidly becoming a frontline. 

The School managed to preserve its students and staff, it launches revolutionary 

cutting edge new projects and MA programs facing the wartime challenge with 

courage and dignity and setting a high level of professionalism and stoicism to the 

world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image - courtesy of Kharkiv School of Architecture 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Oleg Drozdov 

Images - courtesy of Kharkiv School of Architecture 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86823758301?pwd=TaF90bEy1cnjmeDGoe2qS4zqgMyatP.1


10:00 Greetings from Dr Paola Gazzola (Head of Scholl of Architecture, 

Planning and Landscape, Newcastle University) and Professor Ben 

Bridgens (Professor of Regenerative Architecture, School of Architecture, 

Planning and Landscape, Newcastle University) 

10:15 Dr Dmytro Legeyda (School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape, 

Newcastle University) and Dr Alina Legeyda (School of Modern 

Languages, Newcastle University): presentation of de-urbanization-

relocation case study. – Kharkiv School of Architecture founded and 

headed by Oleg Drozdov 

Speakers: 

10:30 Oleg Drozdov, Leading Kharkiv and Ukraine architect, Founder of Kharkiv 

Architecture School & Irina Matsevko, Rector of KhSA (Kharkiv/Lviv): 

KhSA in Wartime Ukraine (Kharkiv-Lviv) (Ukraine)  

11:00 Professor Robert Mull, Adjunct Professor of Architecture, University of 

Limerick (UK), Director of Quality and Innovation at Publica, London: 

Saving Ukrainian Architecture – British Initiatives (UK) 

11:30 Professor Mykola Trofymenko, Rector of Mariupol State University 

(based in Kyiv): Rebuilding the City: From Hull to Mariupol (Ukraine) 

12:00 Professor David Atkinson (Faculty of Science and Engineering, 

University of Hull) Hull Providing Template for Rebuilding of War-Torn 

Ukrainian City of Mariupol (UK) 

12:30 Zoom-bridge to Kharkiv relocated KhSA students and Newcastle APL 

students 

13:00 Roundtable Discussions to support Kharkiv School of Architecture 

(KhSA) in wartime and post-war Kharkiv 

 

14:00 Lunch 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Харків — це місто, в якому часто 

траплялися божевільні речі. Навіть наш 

запуск — уже був викликом: за нами 

спостерігали, проте не всі вірили, що 

це можливо. Олег Дроздов  

Kharkiv is a city in which insanely 

incredible things happened. Even our 

launch was a challenge in itself: we 

were being watched, but not everybody 

believed that it was actually possible. 

Oleg Drozdov 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Images - courtesy of Kharkiv School of Architecture



Connect to the Zoom conference 

 

Conference ID: 842 6867 2117 

Access code: 569933 

 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84268672117?pwd=X7kgNJUAfNB7Ua4mLLkqavp7Y8ZJvo.1 

ROUNDTABLE THREE  

10 December 2025 
 
 

 

Kharkiv Deurbanization-split scenario examines Kharkiv iconic theatres – 

V.A. Afanasiev Kharkiv State Academic Puppet Theatre and Stepan Pasichnyk P.S. 

Theatre invariably associated with Kharkiv thriving cultural life. The above theatres 

have experienced partial relocation within or beyond the city of Kharkiv.  

 

Due to the official ban of performances on stage in official premises, severe 

shelling and sharp theatrical company/team decrease (relocation-related), Kharkiv 

theatres had to undergo a structural reorganisation which relocation within or beyond 

the original premises via adaptive reuse: adapting either their original premises or 

adapting new “shelter” premises receiving their multiple theatrical residents. The 

above resulted in the scatteredness of theatrical team, costumes, scenery and props, 

technical equipment and management. The phenomena of a safe theatrical shelter 

and its resident-theatres (the relocated institutions) have come to the fore.  

 

 

 

 
Images - courtesy of Stepan Pasichnyk P.S.Theatre and V.A. Afanasiev Kharkiv State Academic Puppet Theatre 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84268672117?pwd=X7kgNJUAfNB7Ua4mLLkqavp7Y8ZJvo.1


10:00 Greetings from Dr Paola Gazzola (Head of Scholl of Architecture, 

Planning and Landscape, Newcastle University) and Professor Ben 

Bridgens (Professor of Regenerative Architecture. School of Architecture, 

Planning and Landscape, Newcastle University) 

10:15 Dr Dmytro Legeyda (School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape, 

Newcastle University), Dr Alina Legeyda (School of Modern Languages, 

Newcastle University): presentation of de-urbanization split case study 

iconic Kharkiv Theatres 

Speakers: 

10:30 Oksana Dmitrieva Chief Director of V.A. Afanasiev Kharkiv State 

Academic Puppet Theatre: Frontline Theatre - Wartime Existence under 

Ban: Survival and Moving Forward  

11:00 Stepan Pasichnyk Chief Director of P.S. Theatre of Kharkiv. - Wartime 

Kharkiv Theatrical Destiny 

11:30 Valeria Kulshitskaya & Sergiy Kozub, Historians, Kharkiv and Kharkiv 

region tour guides. (Kharkiv, Ukraine): Iconic Kharkiv Project: Excursions 

for OUR People 

12:00 Kharkiv Independent Theatres and “basement existence” 

12:30 Professor Michael Dobson (Professor of Shakespeare Studies, Director 

of Shakespeare Institute (University of Birmingham, The Shakespeare 

Institute): Shakespeare and Ukraine Against The War 

13:00 Roundtable Discussions to support de-urbanization split cases 

14:00 Lunch 



 

      
 
 

«Про що сьогодні війна? Чи тільки 

про територію? Ми розуміємо, що 

йдеться про знищення України, як 

держави, про знищення української 

нації. Російському шовінізму залежить, 

щоби Україна припинила існувати, як 

така. І щоби знищити націю, передовсім 

треба знищити культуру» 

 

Cтепан Пасічник 

"What is the war about today? Is it 

only about territory? We realize that it 

is about the destruction of Ukraine as a 

state, the destruction of the Ukrainian 

nation. Russian chauvinism depends on 

Ukraine ceasing to exist as such. And in 

order to destroy a nation, it is 

necessary to destroy its culture first." 

 

Stepan Pasichnyk 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

          

 
Images - courtesy of Stepan Pasichnyk P.S.Theatre 



 

 

 

 
Images - courtesy of V.A. Afanasiev Kharkiv State Academic Puppet Theatre 

  



Roundtable 1 (22 October 2025). 

 
Kharkiv Deurbanization-decrease scenario examines the iconic 

Kharkiv institutions: private Kharkiv clinics: communal enterprise 

“Blyzniukivska Central District Hospital”, MD, private clinic Your Baby 

founded and supervised by its Head GP Professor Andriy Volyansky, MD 

and Kharkiv Choreography School and Children’s Ballet Theatre, 

supervised by honoured artist of Ukraine, Principal of Kharkiv 

Choreography School Natalia Rzhevska. Communal enterprise 

“Blyzniukivska Central District Hospital, Your Baby Clinic, Kharkiv 

Choreography School and SOVA Animation Studio have not relocated 

since the beginning of the full-scale invasion and have remained in 

wartime Kharkiv at all times facing a substantial decrease in a number of 

patients and students showcasing urban survival under active military 

conflict.  

The hybrid roundtable will be co-convened and moderated by Dr 

Dmytro Legeyda and Dr Alina Legeyda and hosted by the School of 

Architecture, Planning and Landscape, Newcastle University (Newcastle 

upon Tyne, UK). The war situation in Kharkiv permitting, there will be 

direct live sessions in zooms with Kharkiv clinics, Kharkiv Сhoreography 

School and SOVA Animation Studio illustrating their heroic functioning 

under severe shelling in the frontline city of Kharkiv – Hero City. The 

participants of the hybrid roundtable will be joined by the UK, 

international scholars researching the hospitals and schools functioning 

on the frontline as well as by the UK University Schools of Medicines, 

NHS representatives and private clinics supervisors, UK Royal Ballet 

School representatives.  



Roundtable 2 (19 November 2025). 

 
Deurbanization-relocation scenario examines the private Kharkiv 

School of Architecture founded by Oleg Drozdov. The school relocated 

to Lviv in early 2022 due to active military conflict and Kharkiv rapidly 

becoming a frontline. The School managed to preserve its students and 

staff and launches revolutionary cutting edge projects challenging the 

future yet to come. 

The hybrid roundtable will be co-convened and moderated by Dr 

Dmytro Legeyda and Dr Alina Legeyda and hosted by the School of 

Architecture, Planning and Landscape, Newcastle University (Newcastle 

upon Tyne, UK).  

The war situation in Ukraine permitting, there will be direct live 

sessions in zooms with Kharkiv School of Architecture School illustrating 

its heroic functioning led by its founder and Head Oleg Drozdov.  

The participants of the hybrid round table will be joined by the UK 

architectural community, University Schools of Architecture all over the 

UK, UK and international architecture scholars, urban planners and 

educators, architectural bureaus of the UK and internationally, Kharkiv 

School of Architecture and APL undergraduate and postgraduate 

students. 



Roundtable 3 (10 December 2025). 

 
Deurbanization-split scenario examines Kharkiv two iconic Kharkiv 

theatres: – V.A. Afanasiev Kharkiv State Academic Puppet Theatre and 

Stepan Pasichnyk P.S. Theatre invariably associated with Kharkiv 

thriving cultural life. The above theatres have experienced split 

relocation within or beyond the city of Kharkiv. 

The hybrid roundtable will be co-convened and moderated by Dr 

Dmytro Legeyda and Dr Alina Legeyda and hosted by the School of 

Architecture, Planning and Landscape, Newcastle University (Newcastle 

upon Tyne, UK).  

The war situation in Kharkiv permitting, there will be direct live 

sessions in zooms with both theatres led by the Chief Directors Stepan 

Pasichnyk and Oksana Dmitrieva. 

The participants of the hybrid round table will be joined by the UK 

theatrical community, Director of Shakespeare Institute Michael Dobson, 

University Schools of Theatre Studies and Arts all over the UK, 

representatives of the Theatre Royale Newcastle, Live Theatre and other 

UK, Ukraine and international theatres, Kharkiv historians and Kharkiv 

city sightseeing tour-leaders, undergraduate and postgraduate students 

of I.P. Kotlyarevsky Kharkiv National University of Arts. 


